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SPOTLIGHT 

Tim Lawson has been promoted from Lieutenant to Captain at West Campus. Tim has been an officer for over 33 years. He has served with Sand Springs Police Department, 
Creek Nation, Tulsa Police Department, and Tulsa Community College Police Department. He has been on several special teams such as Police Community Relations, Bicycle 
Unit, Community Education Unit, and spent most of his career as part of the detective division assigned to the sex and violent offender registration unit. Tim’s hobbies include 
motorcycles, his livestock, and anything outdoors. Congratulations Captain Lawson. 
 

Mike Eubanks has been promoted from Training Officer to Captain at Northeast Campus. Mike has been with TCC for 3 years and has served over 43 total years as an officer. 
His years of service include Tulsa Police Department, Rogers State University, and TCC Police Department. Mike has been involved with the Honor Guard, Critical Incident  
Response Team, and a field Training Officer. Captain Eubanks is married 30 plus years, with 6 kids and 6 grandkids. He spends his free time living in the country, taking care of his 
miniature horses, and gardening. Congratulations Captain Eubanks. 

Have a question?  Email an Officer at CampusPolice@tulsacc.edu 

Capt. Tim Lawson 
West Campus 

Capt. Mike Eubanks 
Northeast Campus 

CHIEF WIDEMAN ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT 

Campus Police Chief Gene Wideman has made the decision to retire after 13 years of 

service to Tulsa Community College.  Gene was promoted to Chief in 2012; prior to that 

time, he served on all four main campuses.  He received two commendations for  

meritorious service for helping to save the life of a faculty member and for assisting with 

the apprehension and arrest of a felony suspect pursued by TPD onto a TCC campus. 

Before working at the College, Chief Wideman served in the United States Air Force as 

a non-commissioned officer and supervisor of an air crew life support squad and as a 

survival instructor for combat air crews.  Later he joined the Sapulpa Police Department, where he served an  

additional 24 years in various leadership capacities as a supervisor, commander of the hostage negotiation team, and 

founder of the department’s honor guard.  Gene was recognized for meritorious service and  

bravery after saving multiple lives while serving a warrant at a suspected meth lab.  Gene literally carried officers and 

civilians out of harm’s way as gaseous toxin levels inside the structure became lethal.  He was later named Officer of 

the Year two years in a row by the Sapulpa Police Department and by the Sonoma Club. 

Gene has been married for 43 plus years, he has 4 children, and 11 grandchildren. His hobbies include  

hiking and traveling. 

Gene is a cancer survivor and recently received a clean bill of health. He has decided to take time to  

concentrate on his wife, children, Dad, and grandchildren.  After over 40 years of community service, Gene is ready to 

relax and begin the next chapter in his life. 

He would like to recognize the growth that the TCC Police Department has undergone.  Gene is extremely proud of 

the Campus Police Department team and the progress made in building this police department.  He would like to leave 

behind the advice to stay positive in everything in life. A positive attitude can make all the difference. 

Chief Wideman, we would like to wish you well in all of your future endeavors.  We also would like to thank you for 

your leadership and service.  You will be missed.  Thank you Chief, best wishes to you and your family.  

mailto:campuspolice@tulsacc.edu?subject=April%20Spotlight


Mental health 

As police officers, we assist those in need and often find ourselves on the frontline of mental health.  Calls come in due to someone acting 

“strangely” or making “bizarre” statements.  Based upon the actions of a person in a mental health crisis and the training of officers  

responding, there can be varying outcomes, many of which have been seen in our local news. 

Police officers receive varying degrees of education about mental health.  Tulsa Community College Police Department has made it a  

priority to train its officers on the subject.  In 2017, officers received training in mental health first aid, or crisis intervention training.   

The Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services (ODHMSAS) reports that between approximately 695,000  

Oklahomans are living with a mental health illness, based on their 2012 data.  The Urban Institute published a report in March 2018 stating 

that as many as 19,000 Tulsa area children and adolescents have a serious emotional disturbance.  These statistics are relevant to us at 

Tulsa Community College (TCC) because 75% of mental illnesses appear by age 24.  

Unaddressed mental health issues can have a multitude effects, to include chronic illness, disability, and disruption to relationships,  

employment and education.  For students, this may exponentially increase the challenges to their success.  As with any illness, early  

identification and treatment can improve the odds for student success.  

Addressing mental health at Tulsa Community College 

Everyone at TCC is committed to student success.  Students struggling with issues affecting their mental health are no different than those 

with more visible impediments to success. TCC offers multiple avenues for assistance.  Information is available on campus at Wellness 

Services offices, as well as Student Life, and online under the Safety and Wellness tab on the MyTCC homepage.  

Health Promotion and Education programs 

Programs are implemented throughout the year to raise awareness and educate students on various health and wellness topics.  These  

programs include: QPR Suicide Prevention Training, Mental Health Screenings, Relaxation Station (3rd week in the Fall semester), and 

Destress Fest (massages during midterms).  Stress Free Zones are established leading up to finals, and culminating with Canines and  

Coffee during Finals Week both in the library.  

TCC Wellness Services 

Short-term counseling and connection to community resources are provided by our professional counselors, Jessica Heavin and Andrea  

Schroyer.  These services are available college wide to all currently enrolled students. 

Student Assistance Program/BHS 

The Student Assistance Program is free to all currently enrolled TCC students and can help students with problem assessment, crisis  

assistance and referrals to community resources for long term needs.  They can be reached at 1-800-327-2251. 

Domestic Violence Intervention Services (DVIS) 

DVIS has partnered with TCC to provide outreach counseling.  On site crisis intervention is provided on all TCC campuses through  

Counselor/Advocate Lori Gonzalez, LPC. She may be contacted at (918) 805- 4794.  

DVIS offers a 24 hour information and crisis line at (918) 743-5763. 

COPES 

Community Outreach Psychiatric Emergency Services is a service provided by Family and Children’s Services.  They offer  

telephone service and mobile teams to those experiencing a psychiatric emergency. They can be reached at (918) 744-4800.  

Online Screenings and Resources 

Multiple links to resources and contact information are available at http://www.tulsacc.edu/campus-life/wellness-services 

http://www.tulsacc.edu/campus-life/wellness-services


Graduation is a time to celebrate! Whether you are beginning or continuing your journey, we would suggest you to consider 

keeping your graduation parties alcohol-free—it just may save a life. Your well-deserved celebration shouldn’t end in tragedy. 

Stay Safe. We care about our TCC family!  

Here are a few facts about alcohol: 

88,000 deaths are annually attributed to excessive alcohol use 

Fatality crashes increase dramatically during prom and graduation season  

Excessive alcohol use is responsible for 2.5 million years of potential life lost annually, or an average of about 30 years of  

potential life lost for each death 

If you choose to drink, please drink responsibly. You can still make smart choices after you begin drinking alcohol. 

Tips after you’ve begun to drink alcohol: 

Limit the amount of alcohol you drink; sip slowly and space drinks over time. 

Eat hearty food before or while drinking; these foods slow down absorption rate in your stomach. 

Stop drinking alcohol at least 90 minutes prior to driving.  

Keep public transportation, and taxi numbers handy, and use them if you’ve been drinking. 

Ask a non-drinking driver to take you home. Call someone to pick you up, if necessary. 

NHTSA’s new SaferRide app allows you to call a taxi or a friend and identify your location so you can be picked up.  

For more Mocktail recipes visit AAA.com/Mocktails or Google AAA Mocktails. 


